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4 This Summary conſiſts of a connefled relation of the proplites re- 
& /ating to Chriſt; of the events of his life; his death ; his reſurrection 
* and aſcenſion. Each Part e this ſubjef is comcluded with general 


te reflections, and the whole introduced by a ſuitable preface, in which 


' 4 the Author points out the neceſſity of a ſerious, attentive, and candid. 


| 6 enquiry into the foundations of religion, and endeavours to ſhew that 
4% n one ſhould be exempted from an inveſtigation of this kind, 


© The whole is @ rational and judicious work, though the Deifts have 


* & little right to complain of ſome miſrepreſentations. ” 
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INTRODUCTION. 


O F all the religious Subjects that are 
peculiar to the Chriſtian-Syſtem, there 
does not appear to be any about which it 
is more expedient for the minds of men 
to be at firſt accurately informed, than upon 
that which relates to the ſeveral ſucceſſive 
Events of our Saviour's Birth, Life, Death, 
Reſurrection and Aſcenſion. Before the heart 
can be prepared to receive his Precepts 
and Dottrines, the mind muſt neceſſarily 
be ſatisfied concerning the authority of his 
Miſſion; that he was not only born of 4 
pure Virgin, but that he alſo came into 
the world by divine appointment, to accom- 
pliſh the gracious purpoſe of our redemp- 


tion. The ſuperior excellency of his moral 
* Character, 
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CharaQter, and the ſupernatural Power with 


which he was inveſted, are each fully diſ- 


played in the evangelical hiſtory both of 
his Life and Miracles.“ In the Death of 
Jeſus Chriſt, we behold his paſſion; in his 
Reſurrefion, the awful exertion of his divine 
Power to quicken and raiſe to life again 
his own Body, which during the ſpace of 
three days had been depoſited in the filent 
Tomb under the power and dominion of 
the Grave. By the laſt, and moſt glorious 
event of all, that of his aſcenſion into Hea- 
ven — we are confidently aſſured of his 
being indeed the true and only Meſſiah; 
who after having finiſhed the work which 
his Father had given him to do, was then 
received up into the heaven of heavens, 
where he is now ſat down in glory at the 
right hand of God, to be an advocate and 


* Open and public Miracles are facts, of which the moſt 
literate are as good judges as the moſt intelligent and learn- 
ed. They leſs appeal, and are leſs directed to the under- 
ftanding than to the ſenſes; and when exerted, as our 
Saviour's were, in removing bodily diſorders, making the 


blind to fee, the lame to walk, and the dead to live again, 


mo irreſiſtible conviction to every rational and candid 


mediator 


j 


* 


* 


INTRODUCTION. 


mediator for all his faithful people among 
mankind. 

But to believe that each of theſe ſeveral 
Articles of our religion is true, merely be- 
cauſe they have been hitherto . generally 
received among us—is not ſufficient: every 
man of common underſtanding ought to 
be able, alſo, to give @ reaſon of the hope 
that is in him. But for want of this ne- 
ceſſary qualification it is, that too many 
Individuals of our own community are 
ſhamefully diſqualified to ſupport even the 


moſt familiar and common doctrines of 


Chriſtianity againſt the erroneous ſuggeſ- 
tions of deiſtical Wranglers. Indeed the 
principal cauſe why thoſe impertinent In- 
vaders 'of our Religion do ſometimes come 


off viQtorious, in their ſeveral theological 


diſputes with us, is not ſo much from the 
ingenuity or ſtrength of their own reaſon- 
ing, as from the reproachable negle& in 
ourſelves of not being always armed againſt 
them with the ſword of the Spirit, which is 


the word of God. Does it not, however, 


reflect much diſhonour upon thoſe who 
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profeſs a belief in revealed religion, to have 
the means of defending it put into their 
hands, and yet ſuffer themſelves to remain 
totally ignorant how to apply them with 
ſucceſs againſt their opponents? In our 
attention to the ordinary affairs of the 
World, we cannot endure that any one 
ſhould think our abilities unequal to the 
poſt we are appointed to fill; and are 
likewiſe moſt commonly prepared to reſent 
every ſpecies of Inſult that is offered to 
the Underſtanding by thoſe who happen 
to have diſcerned a want of ſkill in our 
management of certain ſecular concerns. Is, 
then, the conſcientious diſcharge of our 
duty in à religious Capacity only, to be 
an object of the leaſt importance to us? 
When attempts are openly made to under- 
mine the foundation of thoſe divine Truths 
upon which ve are ſuppoſed to ere our 
own ſuperſtrufture—ought the deſtru&ion or 
preſervation of the Edifice to be alike in- 
different to us? or, laſtly, can ye fit 


down 
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down in the company * of a libertine ſet 
of men patiently to hear the whole Syſtem 
of Chriſtianity laughed at, vilified, and tra- 
duced, without afterwards exerting one 
ſingle endeavour to reſcue that important 
Subject from the groundleſs, the impious 
charge of inconſiſtency and errour? If this 
be indeed the caſe — ſurely our conduct 
would appear to the reſt of mankind much 
more conſiſtent were we at once 10 re- 
nounce, inſtead of continuing to profeſs, a 
religion whoſe principles we are neither 
ſolicitous to know, nor anxious to defend. 

To the profeſſors of Chriſtianity it is, not- 
withſtanding, 'as much their duty to guard 
againſt the encroachments of Deiſm and 


In the private company of ſuch men-—where the ſubje& 
is likely to paſs through a regular diſcuſſion, and whoſe a- 
tention it is to ſuggeſt every kind of argument that may have 
a tendency to weaken the power of religious and moral reſtraint. 
For to talk of religion, or to hold à controv-rſy concerning it, 
over a bowl of punch or @ bottl: of wine, in the mixed aſſem- 
blies of a publec-houſe; is of all ſubjefts certainly then the 
moſt unintereſting, as well as the moſt improper to be choſen. 
for the topic of converſation at ſuch times and places. It re- 
quires a ſerious inveſtigation, if handled at all; and that is a 
doſpoſition of mind which few poſſeſs in thoſe ſituations. 


Infidelity 
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Infidelity * as it is their intereſt to believe 
the doctrines of the Goſpel. And when- 
ever any one is obſerved to manifeſt a 
want of becoming zeal in his endeavours 
to ſupport the holy Catholic-Faith, there 
will then be always much reaſon to ſuf- 
pea that his wndifference proceeds either 
from a contemptible Ignorance of the 
fubjea, or from a want of reſolution and 
courage to oppoſe the abſurd opinions 


that are now adopted and maintained by 


the generality of modern Unbelievers. 

One would think, however, that the pains 
which are every day taken in, the propo- 
gation of Errour, might ſerve alſo, at the 
fame time, as a powerful Example to 
chriſtians themſelves, to be at leaſt equally 


forward in their own endeavours, to pre. 


vent the diffufion of its pernicious Influ- 


_ * „Whatever the condition of thoſe may be who have 
never yet heard of the Lord who bought them, ours is cer. 
tainly very bad, if, having heard of him, we reje and deſpiſe 
him. Tis one thing not to believe in Chnſt, becauſe we 
know him not; "tis another to- know him, and diſbelieve him. 
Though ſuch Ignorance may be an Excuſe, yet ſuch Knows 
(edge mult be a Condemnation.” X 

Sherlock's Sermons, Vol, 1. Page 39. 
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ence. But ſuch, it ſeems, is the preſent 
corrupt ſway of the multitude, that for a | 
man to fall in with the looſe Sentiments 
of the world, is now become much more 
frequent and faſhionable than to perſiſt in 
a ſteady reſolve to maintain the intereſt 
of true religion. hs 
Nevertheleſs, to ſtand alone in the ſup- 
port of @ good Cauſe, deſerves no re- 
proach; and the fear of being thought 
ſingular, ariſes only from the unmanly ſug- 
geſtions of Cowardice. Beſides if Impiety, 
Vice, and Folly, have boldneſs enough to 
ſhow themſelves publickly to the world, in 
their natural deformity, without the dread 
of Cenſure—no ſubſtantial reaſon can ſure. 
ly be given why Religion, Virtue, and 
good Senſe ſhould have any cauſe to be 
aſhamed at not deſerving it. Whoſoever 
ſhall be aſhamed of me, and of wy 
worDs in this adulterous and ſinful ge- 
neration ( ſaith our Saviour) of him alſo 
ſhall the fon of man be aſhamed, when he 
cometh in the glory of his father, with the 
holy angels.“ 
* Mark, Chap, 8, ver. 38. 
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The principal deſign of the following 
Summary was at firſt intended to ſerve as 
an anſwer only to private Inquiry concern- 
ing the ſeveral Subjects of which it is 
compoſed. But as from the minute exam- 
ination into thoſe evangelical Teſtimonies, 
which that Inquiry did occaſion, much 
ſatisfactory Information has already been 
derived by a fingle Individual; he could 
on that account diſcern no very great 
impropriety in giving to others an opportu- 
nity, by this mean, of gathering from it 
an equal ſhare of uſeful Intelligence, with- 
out being put to the pains of making a 
ſimilar inveſtigation for themſelves. Indeed 
mankind are in general obſerved not to 
be diſpoſed to give themſelves the trouble 
diligently to ſearch the Scriptures with 
that particular view; and it may poſſibly 
be alſo an artifice of our grand ſp:ritual 
Enemy, to encourage them in this common 
averſion leſt the light of the glorious goſpel 
of Chrift ſhould ſhine unto them.“ *“ To 


* 9 Corin, Chap. 4, ver. 4. 
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thole who do not perceive how highly 
neceſſary it is (as well becauſe of his /u- 
ture happineſs, as for his preſent ſati faction) 
that every man ſhould attain to a certain 
proper degree of religious knowledge; the 
Bible appears to them ſo extremely volu- 
minous, and its ſubje& matter in general 
lo very ſerious and affecting; that they 
are therefore commonly ſatisfied with per- 
mitting it to lie undiſturbed upon the 
duſty Shelf, rather than that its leaves ſhould 
be worn out by frequent applications to it 
in the ſearch of Truths which alone would 
make them wiſe unto ſalvation. 

But notwithſtanding this idle and too fre- 
quent negle& of that ſacred Volume,“ in 
which, although there may be ſome things 
hard to be underſtood, it is nevertheleſs 


* As the Will of God is the rule and meaſure of all that 


is good, ſo there is nothing deſerves that name, but what is 


agreeable and conformable thereto: And this Will being fully 
reveaPd and contain'd in Holy Scripture, it is neceſſary for us 
in directing our courſe over the Ocean of this World, that we 
ſhould fix our eyes continually upon this flar, ſteer by this 
'Compaſs, and make it the Land-mark, by which we are to 
be guided to our wiſh'd-for Haven.“ 


Bis HOT BEYERIDGE's Private Thoughts, vol 1, p. 98. 
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the only book by which every true chriſti- 
an may be infallibly directed how to obtain 
ſubſtantial. hopes of future bliſs in the 
world to come; and for ſuch a one to 
ſeek to eſtabliſh them on any other foun- 
dation which neither is, nor can be, ſo 
well ſupported, would be a manifeſtation of 
Folly in the utmoſt extreme, 

The traveller, alſo, who may drink if 
he pleaſes at the Fountain Head, will ſure- 
ly never be content to aſſuage his thirſt 
only at the ſtreams that run from it. Thoſe 
are liable, by a thouſand means, to be 
rendered unwholeſome and impure; but 
at the original ſource he is in no danger 
from ſuch baneful qualities. No regard 
has therefore been paid to the opinions 
of men,“ who have already given us their 
numberleſs Comments on almoſt every ſub- 
jett of this nature. It was judged that 
the Scripture itſelf is ſufficiently able to 

* © The inquiry ought to be, what are the JiAtates of 
truth, and the declarations of ſcripture, and not, what are 
the opinions of any ſet of men, however venerable, in reſpect 


of abilities and character. | 
| : Monthly Review. 
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ſupport its own authority, without the aid 
of ſuggeſtions which, inſtead of rendering 
the way to Truth eaſy and obvious, do 
often ſerve only to perplex and Bewilder 
the man of plain underſtanding, who is 
ſeriouſly diſpoſed to make an humble In- 


quiry after it. The ſacred. hiſtorical Prack. Arle 


relative to our bleſſed Lord, are there- 
fore ſimply collected together and here 
ſtated according to the preciſe terms in 
which every Evangeliſt has written con- 
cerning them; and when the reader has 
attentively remarked all the circumſtances 
- which they have faithfully recorded, - toge- 
ther with the ſeveral Prophecies relative 
to the ſame events, he is afterwards left 
to be his own judge as to the degree of 
Confidence he ought then to put in the 
truth of the Evidence which thoſe inſpired 
writers have ſo clearly eſtabliſhed. - 
There is a ſort of men in the world, 
however, who poſſeſs ſuch an admirable 
obſtinacy of diſpoſition, that they are al- 
- ways predetermined not to be influenced 
even by the cleareſt means of conviction: 
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and becauſe nature has beſtowed on many 
of them no other qualification by which 
they might attract the notice of mankind, 
therefore are they reſolved to make them- 


ſelves conſpicuous only by that fingularity. 
To attempt to work upon the minds of 


ſuch people by right- reaſon and ſound-argu- 


ment, would conſequently be needleſs, and 
againſt all hope of ſucceſs. Urge what 
you may, they will ſtill be more inclined 
after all, to cavil than to be convinced; 


and although we have the candour to be- 


lieve that their point of argument is com- 
monly perſiſted in rather through obſtinacy 
than principle, the beſt method one can 
at laſt adopt, in ſuch a hopeleſs caſe is, to 
leave them to their Idols, and let them 
alone: for | | 

„The wrangler rather than accord with you, 

„Will judge Aimſel/ deceived, and prove it too.“ | 
But although men of ſound principles and 
good underſtanding, are in. no danger of 
having their Sentiments corrupted by the 
looſe notions which this wrangling Fra- 
bernity is ever anxious on all occaſſions, 


to 
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to impart; it is nevertheleſs highly expe- 
dient that- young minds ( who have ſcarce 
had time, or experience enough at preſent, 
to know how to adjuſt their Ideas pro- 
perly concerning the true extent of reli- 
gious and moral obligations) ſhould be 
ſeriouſly and often cautioned to avoid all 
unneceſſary Intercourſe with men of that 
deſcription. For by having been accuſ- 
tomed to early habits of irregular conduct, 
and alſo induced by the evil example of 
others, to adopt the modern principles of 
ree-thinking ; their conſtant practice in all 
companies, whether public or private, is 
wantonly to treat the holy Scriptures with 
licentious freedom; to mock at every thing 
| facred; and to ridicule the people who 
ſubject themſelves to thoſe conſcientious 
reſtraints which the Goſpel requires to be 
ſtrictly obſerved by all its Believers. Theſe 
peſts of ſociety ought therefore to be ſhunned 
as the moſt improper and dangerous Com- 
panions with whom people in early life can 

poſſibly aſſociate; for they are in general 

obſerved to addreſs themſelves more fre- 
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quently to the ſimplicity and inexperience 
of Youth, than to the Underſtanding of 
men of riper years who are able and not 
aſhamed to defend both religion and virtue 
againſt their audacious attacks, Beſides, at 
an age when the mind is ſuſceptible. ei- 
ther of good or bad impreſſions, and fo 
liable at that period to be affected chiefly 
by the latter — the moſt vigilant care 
ought ſurely to be taken to hinder it 
from being attratted towards thoſe con- 
nexions and purſuits which would not fail 
to give it an improper bias. According 
to what he now ſoweth in the beginning 
of Life, ſo ſhall a man alſo reap in the 
feveral ſucceeding periods of it. He will 
then be either @ diſgrace or an ornament 
to Society, in proportion as his Principles 
have been formed at firſt on @ uirtuous or 
vicious Education. To be convinced of 
this Truth, our own obſervation is able 
to afford us innumerable inſtances of the 

fatal Effects which a want of that care 
has unfortunately produced in almoſt every 
corner of the world, 


It 
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It is likewiſe of equal importance that 


ſuch precaution to young people ſhould be 


alſo extended even to their choice of 
Books: for of the two Evils, the latter 
ſeems to be the moſt formidable. The 
impure and erroneous Ideas that are com- 
monly ſuggeſted in a mixed bad Company, 
do certainly tend to miſlead and corrupt 
the mind in a very alarming degree; but 
yet cannot be afterwards ſo accurately re- 
tained there, becaule of depending more 
immediately on the powers of Recollection. 


With. books, however, it is not ſo—thoſe 


may be privately referred to at leiſure, and 
peruſed over and over again; conſequent- 
ly the Subjects of which they treat will 
taint or improve their morals, and be ſtamp- 
ed upon the Memory with a more laſting 
or leſs durable Impreſſion, according to 
the frequency of ſuch applications to them. 
For this reaſon it is therefore much to be 
lamented that our own Nation is at pre- 
ſent ſo univerſally over-run with licentious 
| Productions of almoſt every kind; and that 


the Preſs ſhould continue to be ſtill daily 


employed 
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employed in preparing for public inſpec- 
tion a ſet of worthleſs Books, which for 
the moſt part are filled with no other than 
a foul collection of either profane, immoral, 
or obſcene Ideas. 

In order to promote the ſale of their 
Traſh, and to gain the attention of thoſe 
who are fond of ſeeking after ſentimental 
variety, the men of ſuperior Genius among 
this pernicious claſs of Writers, have re- 
courſe to all the different modes of ele- 
gant dition, beautiful metaphors, and 
harmonious periods to gloſs over and gild 
the nauſeous Sentiments which it is their 
glory to diſperſe throughout every page 
in all their works. By theſe means the 
incautious reader, at the time that he is 
permitting himſelf to be dazzled with the 


ſenery of his Author's ſtyle, does at the 


{ame inſtant imperceptibly imbibe the 
poiſonous Ingredient which thoſe artful em- 
belliſhments were principally meant only to 
conceal, _ 


The 
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The works of the late celebrated deiſti- 
cal champion, VoLTaiRt, afford us a 
very ſtriking example of this kind. But it 
is very probable that all thoſe who have 
ſince trod in his' ſteps, will by-and-by be 
conſtrained to make the ſame humiliating 
confeſhon which he made, when death was 
about to put it out of his power to do 
any further miſchief. Inſtead of giving to 
his Diſciples (as he ought to have done) 
a conſpicuous example of unſhaken firmneſs 
in his adherence to thoſe dangerous and 
ſubtile maxims which, during his life time, 
he had all along publiſhed with preſumptuous 
confidence to the World; his daſtardly 
Fears, at that critical moment, unluckily 
ſnapped aſunder the weak thread of his 
fine-ſpun Sophiſtry, and involved even his 
own Hopes in the gulf of deſpair. The 
only effectual Source from whehce every 
true believer of the Chriſtian - Revelation 
_ derives all his comfort and conſolation at 
the cloſe of this mortal Life, that unfortu- 
nate man had laboured, with uncommon 
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pains, zo ful 1 both againſt himſelf and 
others : | 

The Scripture was his jeſt book whence he drew 

* Bon-mots to gall the Chriſtian and the Jew ; 

In health an Infidel--but what when fick, 

„O, then a text would touch him to the guick,” 

CowPER, 

It was not till after ſickneſs and the 
approach of Death had obliged him to re- 
tire within is own boſom, and to, forſake 
the deluſive train of his *flattering Votariſts, 
that he began to diſcern what Pride, Self 
conceit, and Errour had hitherto concealed 
from his underſtanding. By thoſe conſtant 
deceivers he had been early taught 8 
over. rate the worth of his own Talents; 
but it was Conſcience that made him ſen» 
ſible, in the hour of death, how much he 
had abuſed them! The Libertine then be- 


held, with painful remorſe, that he had 


been all along ſporting with divine Truths ; 
that the wanton levity with which he al- 
ways treated them both in his Life and 
Writings, had ſerved only © to ſharpen the 
«edge of that ſword which was now lifted 
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„up to ſmite him.” What rendered the 
circumſtances of his death ſtill more aggra- 
vating, he was obliged to leave the world 
Vith this bitter refleftion—that it was then 
too late Zo call back thoſe ' pernicious Prin- 
ciples which he had been ſo induſtrious 
to propagate among mankind; and which 
he might have every juſt reaſon to appre- 
hend would hereafter turn the feet of 
hundreds as much out of the path of 
religious Truth, as they had already turned 


Vice muſt be vice, virtue be virtue fill, 
Though thouſands rail at good and practice ill.“ 
CHURCHILL, 
It would be well, therefore, if every 
perſon whole ſuperior underſtanding has 
entitled him to a diſtinction in ſociety 
above that of common-men, were principally 
ſtudious to make it. ſubſervient only to the 
moſt innocent and beſt of Purpoſes; and 
that the Sentiments of mankind in ge- 
neral might be refined but not depraved 
by the Ideas which ſuch a one is doubt- 
| leſs often prompted to ſuggeſt. Let him 


c2 | ſeriouſly 


xix 


. INTRO DVU CTION. 


ſeriouſly reflet, however, on this melan- 
choly inſtance of blindneſs and depravity in 
the moral and religious Sentiments of one 
who might otherwiſe have been ranked 
among the firſt CharaQters within the cir- 
cle of polite: Literature; and by his fatal 
example be taught, ere it is too late, that 
the wiſdom of the World, when employed 
only in the ſervice of Infidelity and Oſten- 
tation, becomes fooliſhneſs with God. | 
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Birth of JesuUs CurisT, 
FortToLD by Prone. 


| * chan ſhall ſurely become a 

great and mighty nation, and all the 
nations of the earth ſhall be bleſſed in 
him. And God faid unto Abraham, in 
all that Sarah hath ſaid unto thee, hearken 
- unto her voice: for in Iſaac ſhall thy 
ſeed be called. The ſcepter ſhall not de- 
part from Judah, nor a law-giver from 
between his feet, until Shiloh come, and 
unto him ſhall the gathering of the peo- 
ple be. Behold, faith he, I will fend 
my meſſenger, and he ſhall prepare the 
way before me: even the meſſenger of 
the covenant, whom ye delight in. Then 
ſhall a virgin conceive and bear a ſon, 
and ſhall call his name Immanuel. The 
ſpirit of the Loxp ſhall reſt upon him; 
with righteouſneſs ſhall he judge the poor, 
and reprove with equity, Though thou 
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THE BIRTH OF CHRIST. 


be little among the thouſands of Judah, 
yet -out of thee, Bethlehem, ſhall he come 
forth. For unto us a child is born, unto _ 
us a ſon is given, and the government 
ſhall be upon his ſhoulder: and his name 
ſhall be called, Wonderful, Counſellor, 
the mighty God, the everlaſting Father, 
the Prince of peace. Therefore, rejoice 
greatly, O daughter of Jeruſalem: behold, 
thy king cometh unto thee: he is juſt, 
and having ſalvation, lowly, and riding 
upon an aſs. In thoſe days ſhall Judah 
be ſaved, and Jeruſalem ſhall dwell ſafely. 
Therefore, let the wicked forſake his way, 
and the unrighteous man his thoughts; 
and let him return unto the Lorp, and 
he will have mercy upon him, and to our 
God, for he will abundantly pardon. 


THE 


THE BIRTH OF CHRIST. 


THE 
Birth of JesUs Cuxisr, 
By St. MATTHEW. 


b ng birth of Jeſus Chriſt was on Chap. i. 18, 


this wiſe: when as his mother Mary 
was eſpouſed to Joſeph, before they came 
together, ſhe was found with child of the 
Holy Ghoſt. Then Joſeph her huſband 
being a juſt man, and not willing to 
make her a publick example, was minded 
to put her away privily. But while he 
thought on theſe things, behold, the angel 
of the Loxp appeared unto him in a 
dream, ſaying, Joſeph, thou ſon of Da- 


vid, fear not to take unto thee Mary 


thy wife: for that which is conceived in 
her, is of the Holy Ghoſt. And ſhe ſhall 
bring forth a ſon and thou ſhalt call his 
name Jeſus. Then Joſeph did as the 


19, 20, 21, 
24. 


angel of the Loxy had bidden him. And Chap. ii. 1. 


when the child was born in Bethlchem of 
Judea, Joſeph called his name Jeſus. 


B THE 


Chap. i. 23. 


Chap. 1. 9, 
10, 11, 


Chap. ix. 7. 
Chap. vi. 3, 
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THE 
Birth of jxsus Curisr, 
By St. MARK. 


FP St. Mark's goſpel, neither the holy In- 

carnation of our Saviour, nor the identical 
place of his nativity are preciſely noted. 
Other circumſtances, however, the Evange- 
lift has recorded which do ſufficiently confirm 
the truth of what St. Matthew has written 
both as to his DIVINE and HUMAN Nature. 
He has told us that in thoſe days Jeſus 
( the ſon of Mary ) came from Nazareth 
of Galilee. and was baptized of John in 
Jordan. And ſtraightway coming up out 
of the water, he ſaw the heavens opened, 
and the Spirit like a dove deſcending 
upon him. And there came a voice from 
heaven, ſaying, Thou art my beloved ſon, 
in whom I am well pleaſed: The ſame de- 
claration is alſo AGAIN repeated at his 
Transfiguration. By the latter of theſe paſſa- 
ges the pivinity of Chriſt is clearly im- 


plied 


THE BIRTH OF CHRIS. - 


plied; and his nuMan NATURE. evinced by 
his being the ſon of Mary and baptized of 
Fohn, as expreſſed in the former. But al- 
though St. Mark has omitted the account of 
the particulars of our Lord's hirn, he has 
nevertheleſs written what is ſufficient to 

prove that he is the ſame perſon about whoſe 
nativity both Matthew and Luke have been 
More copious in their narrations 


B 2 THE ; 


Chap, i. 26, 


30, 31, 34, 
35» 


Chap 11. 4, 
b, 7, 21. 
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THE 


Birth of JESUS CHRIST, 
By St. LUKE. 


N the ſixth month, the angel Gabriel 

was ſent from God, to a virgin eſpouſed 
to a man whole name was Joſeph, of 
the houſe of David; and the virgin's 
name was Mary. And the angel ſaid 
unto her, fear not, Mary: for thou. haſt 
found favour with God. And behold 
thou ſhalt conceive in thy womb, and 
bring forth a ſon, and ſhall call his name 
Jeſus. Then ſaid Mary unto the angel, 
how ſhall this be, ſeeing I know not a 
man? And the angel anſwered and ſaid 
unto her, The Holy Ghoſt ſhall come 
upon thee, and the power of the Higheſt 
ſhall overſhadow thee. And it came to 
paſs that while Joſeph and Mary were 
in Bethlehem, the days were accompliſhed 
that Mary ſhould be delivered. And ſhe 
brought forth her firſt born ſon: and 


when 
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when eight days were accompliſhed for 
the circumciſing of the child, his name 
was called IEsus. | 


THE 
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Chap. i. 1, 
wo os 16, 


Chap. x. 4t. 


THE BIRTH OF CHRIST. 


2 
2 _— 


* "I 8 —_ * 
— — — — 


| THE 
Birth of Jxsus CarisT, 
By St. JOHN. 


1* the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. All things were made by him; 
and without him was not any thing made 
that was made. And the Word was made 
FLESH, and dwelt among us ( and we be- 
held his glory, the glory as of the -only 
begotten of the Father) full of grace 
and truth. And of his fulneſs have all 
we received. For the law was given by 
Moſes, but grace and truth came by 


Jeſus Chriſt; who cometh out of the ſeed 


of David, and out of the town of Beth- 
lekem, where David was. And many of 
the Jews reſorted unto him, and ſaid, 
John“ did no miracle: but all things 
that John ſpake of ruis Max, were 
true, | 


The Baptiſt, 
GENERAL 


THE BIRTH OF CHRIST. 
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS 


ON THE 
Birth of JesuUs CHRIST. 


O firſt Parents were not driven out 
of Paradiſe without the hope of a 
Redeemer. No ſooner had they tranſ- 
greſſed the divine Command, and heard 
the offended Fuſtice of heaven pronounce 


this bitter ſentence of * curſed is the ground Gen. i. 17. 


« for thy ſake, in ſorrow ſhalt thou eat of 
«it all the days of thy life — but Mercy 
immediately comes forward, and by a gra- 
cious promiſe alleviates the heavy burden 
of their preſent Wo. I will put enmity be- 
tween thee and the woman, and between thy 


feed and mtr SEED: 1T ſhall bruiſe thy | 


HEAD, and thou ſhall bruiſe his heel. 

Our Saviour himſelf told the Jews that 
even Abraham rejoiced to ſee his day: that 
he ſaw it and was glad. God expreſsly 
aſſured this good and great man, that in 


has 
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Gen. * his ſeed all the nations of the earth ſhould be 
1 


bleſſed. That promiſe has ſince been ac- 
compliſhed in the Meſſiah, who was to be 
one of Abraham's deſcendants; whom the 
devout Patriarch alſo diſcerning by the 
eye of Faith, was filled with 5 
and ecſtacy. 

All good and holy 1 men who lived in 
ages before the, coming of the Meſſiah; 
died as much in the full aſſurance that 


Chriſt would appear to make an atone- 


ment for Sin, as that every ſincere Chrif- 
tian, who lives in the preſent day, believes | 
that he now has appeared, and by his 
death made reconciliation for  Iniquity, 


and brought in an everlaſting righteouſ- 
nels. 


In following ages, Moſes, under divine 
Inſpiration, declared that God vould raiſe 
up for them a prophet; and ſolemnly 
adjured them to embrace and obey him. 


His ſucceſſours were all ſent to proclaim 
the glad tidings of the ſame event; and 
ſo exalted are their deſcriptions of the 
bleſſings which ſhould be enjoyed in thoſe 


 » happy 


, 
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happy future days, that human language 
ſeems to have been altogether inadequate 
fully to expreſs the divine mind. | 

A more faithful compendious abridg- 
ment of the Life, Death, Reſurrection 
and Exaltation of Jeſus Chriſt, could 


| ſcarce” have been given by the Apoſtles 


themſelves, than what is contained in the 


53 Chap. of Iſaiah. 


The Prophecies of Daniel are likewiſe 


fo far from being wholly wrapped up in 


Ambiguity, that they ſeem to be only plain 
hiſtorical narrations. 
« It is alſo worthy of obſervation, that 


4 for near four hundred years preceding 


o ur Saviour's Birth, there had been a 
«total ceſſation of Prophecy. From Mala- 


chi, who was the laſt of the Jewiſh 
« Prophets, to the birth of Chriſt, no perſon 
had appeared among them inveſted with 
% divine Commiſſion; and this very long 


« interval between the ceſſation of pro- 
e phecy and the aQual appearance of the 


e Meffiah, ought to be regarded as a pe- 
K culiar act of divine providence to exalt 


C « and 
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«and magnify the authority of Jeſus,” 


when the time ſhould be accompliſhed 


for his coming in the Fleſh. 


Having now taken an impartial view 
of what the Prophets and Evangeliſts 
have written in regard to the Birth of 
our Saviour; we will- in the next place 
proceed to an examination of the pre- 


dictions and teſtimonies which we find 
recorded in Holy-writ, concerning the Life 
of that divine perſon. 
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2 | THE 
Life of JIxsus Cuxisr, 
FoxtToLtD by PrRoPHECY, 


EEK ye out of the book of the 
Lord, and read: O Zion, that bring- 
eſt good tidings, get thee up into the 
high mountain: O Jeruſalem, that bring- 
eſt good tidings, lift up thy voice with 
ſtrength: lift it up, be not afraid: ſay 
unto the cities of Judah, Behold your 
God. He ſhall feed his flock like a ſhep- 
herd: he ſhall gather the lambs with his 
arm, and ſhall carry them in his boſom, 
and ſhall gently lead thoſe that are with 
young. With righteouſneſs ſhall he judge 
the poor and reprove with equity: and 
with the breath of his Lips ſhall he flay 
the wicked. In that day ſhall the deaf 
heaf the words of the book, and the eyes 
of the blind ſhall fee out of obſcurity, 
and out of darkneſs. The meek alſo ſhall 
increaſe their joy in the Loxp, and the 


poor 


Iſa, xxxiv. 


16. 
xl, 9, 1 


xxix. 18. 
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poor among men ſhall rejoice in the holy 
One of Iſrael. The heart alſo of the raſh 
ſhall underſtand knowledge, and the tongue 
of the ſtammerers ſhall be ready to ſpeak 


plainly. And many people ſhall go and 
ſay, Come ye, let us go up to the moun- 


tain of the Lorxp, to the houſe of the 
God of Jacob, and he will teach us of 
his ways, and we will walk in his paths; 
for out of Zion ſhall go forth the law, 
and the Word of the Loxp from 
Jeruſalem. 


THE 
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THE 
Life of jesus CuisrT, 
By St. MATTHEW. 


W HEN Jeſus had heard that John was 
caſt into priſon, he departed in- 
10 Galilee. And leaving Nazareth, he 
came and dwelt in Capernaum, which 1s 
upon the ſea coaſt, in the borders of Za- 
bulon and Nephthalim. From that time 
Jeſus began to preach; and went about 
all Galilee teaching in their ſynagogues, 
and preaching the Goſpel of the kingdom, 
and healing all manner of ſickneſs, and 
all manner of diſeale among the people. 
And his fame went throughout all Syria: 
and they brought unto him all ſick peo- 
ple that were taken with divers diſeaſes, 
and torments, and thoſe that were poſſeſſed 
with devils, and thoſe which were lunatick, 
and thoſe that had the pally; and he heal- 
ed them. And there followed him great 
multitudes of people from Galilee, and 
from Decapolis, and from Jeruſalem, and 
from judea, aud from beyond Jordan. 
| THE 
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Chap. iv. 12, 
13, 17, 233 


Chap. i. 14, 


21, 22, 38. 4 
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55 THE 
Life of JEsus CHRIST, 
By St. MARK. 


AFL ER that John was put in priſon, 

Jeſus came into Galilee, preaching the 
goſpel of the kingdom of God. And he 
went into Capernaum, and ſtraightway on 
the ſabbath-day he entered into the ſyna- 
gogue, and taught. And they were aſton- 
iſhed at his doftrine: for he taught them 
as one that had authority. And he faid 


unto his Diſciples, let us go into the next 


towns, that I may preach there alſo: for 
therefore came I forth. And witherſo- 
ever he entered, into villages, or cities, 
or country, they laid the fick in the 


ſtreets, and beſought him that they might 


touch, if it were but the border of his 


garment: and as many as touched him 


i. 39, 27, 


were made . whole. And he preached in 
their, ſynagogues throughout all Galilee, 
and caſt out devils. And they were all 
amazed, inſomuch that _ queſtioned 
among 
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among themſelves, ſaying, What thing is Chap. i. nk 


this? what new dodQtine is this? for with * 


authority commandeth he even the un- 
clean Spirits, and they do obey him. And 
immediately his ſame ſpread abroad through- 
out all the region about Galilee. 


D T H E 
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THE 


Life of Jxsus Chxisr, 
By St. LUKE. 


e 1 A? TER that Jeſus had been tempted of 
92, 40, 41, the Devil, he returned in the pow- 
+ 43. er of the Spirit into Galilee, where he 
taught in their Synagogues, being glorified 
of all. And he came down alſo to Caper- 
naum, and taught them on the Sabbath- 
days. And they were aſtoniſhed at his 
doctrine: for his word was with pow- 
er. Now when the ſun was ſetting, all 
they that had any ſick with divers diſeaſes, 
brought them unto him: and he laid his 
hands on every one of them, and heal- 
ed them. And devils alſo came out of 
many, crying out, and ſaying, Thou 
art Chriſt the Son of God. And when 
it was day, he departed and went into 
.a deſert place: and the people ſought 
him and came unto him, and ſtayed him, 
that he ſhould not depart from them. 
But he ſaid unto them, I muſt preach 
the kingdom of God to other cities alſo: 


h for therefore am I ſent, 
: ; TH E | 
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THE 


Life of JEsus CnRisT, 
By St. JOHN. 


29 


n Jeſus was come into Galilee, chap. iv. 45. 


the Galileans received him, having 
ſeen all the things that he did at Jeru- 
ſalem at the feaſt. Afterwards he went 
over the fea of Galilee, which is the ſea 
of Tiberias. And a great multitude fol- 
lowed him becauſe they ſaw his miracles 
which he did on them that were diſeaſed; 
and would have taken him by force, to 
make him a king. But Feſus perceiving 
that—he departed again into a mountain 
himſelf . alone. When even was now 
come, his diſciples entered into a ſhip, 
and went over the ſea towards Capernaum. 
And the ſea arole by reaſon of a great 
wind that blew. So when they had row- 
ed about five and twenty or thirty furlongs, 
they ſee Jeſus wALKiNG ON THE SEA, 
and drawing nigh unto the ſhip: and they 


D 2 were 
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Chap. vi. 20, were afraid. But. he ſaid unto them, It 
4 is I, be not afraid. Then they willingly 
received him into the ſhip. To walk thus 
upon the liquid Element, was ſurely a mani- 
feſt diſplay of god-like Power : But unleſs 
they lee figns and wonders, the DEISTS“* 

will not believe. : 


* Should this little Traft 3 to fall into the hands 
of any one who does not know the preciſe meaning of the 
word DE18TS---it may not be improper to inform him that 
it refers to that particular claſs of brave men who have the 
courage to deny that the BiBLE is THE woRD of Gop; 
who have too much. wiſdom to believe its DOCTRINES, and 
too little prodencte to follow its PRECEPTS, 


GENERAL 
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS 


ON THE 
Life of Isos CHRIST. 


F all the Adverſaries that have appcar- 
ed againſt the chriſtian religion ever 
ſince its firſt eſtabliſhment, not one, how- 
ever malignant and licentious, has ever 
attempted to aſperſe the moral character 
of Chriſt.*® The bleſſed Jeſus prattiſed 
all the divine duties, all the ſocial and 
moral virtues to which his ſituation called 
him. He exhibited in the example of his 
own Life, one of the moſt perfect models 
of every excellence that can adorn or dig- 
* Lentulus the Proconſul, who reſided at Jeruſalem, at 
the time of the death of our Saviour, gives the following 
deſcription of him in his Epiſtle to the Roman Senate. 


„% At that time there was one Jeſus who was called of 
the nations, the Prophet of Truth: a man goodly to behold, 


having a reverend countenance; his ſtature ſomewhat Tall; 


his Hair after the colour of the ripe Hazle-nut, from his 
Ears ſomewhat cnſped, parting itſelf in the midſt of his head 
and waving with the wind, after the manner of the Naza- 
rites; his Face without Wrinkle, mixed with, moderate red; 
his Beard ſomewhat copious, tender, and divided at the chin; 
his Eyes gray, various, and clear. He was in Rebuke 
ſevere, ; in Inſtruction, wonderful; Merry with Gravity ; he 
ſometimes wert, but was never ſeen to /augh. In Talk, 


Full of underſtanding, ſparing and modeft,” 
nify 


26 
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nify the nature and perſon of man. He 
did no ſin, neither was guile found in his 
mouth. „In Chriſt, we have an example 
*of a quiet and peaceable Spirit; of a 
* becoming modeſty and ſobriety; juſt and 
% honeſt, upright and ſincere; but above 
ce all, of a moſt gracious, benevolent tem- 
*per and behaviour. One who did no 
© Wrong, no injury to any man; in whoſe | 
*© mouth was no guile; who went about do- 
« ing good, not only by his preaching and 
« Miniſtry, but alſo in curing all manner 
4 of diſeaſe among the people. His life was 
« a beautiful picture of human nature, in its 
native purity and ſimplicity. It ſhowed 
« at once, what excellent creatures men 
* would be, did they but ſuffer themſelves 
« to be under the influence and power 
«of that Goſpel which he preached unto 
then | 

But we will now proceed in our in- 
quiry to that mournful Cataſtrophe, at the 
concluſion of which even Nature itſelf 
groaned to the very centre—the Death 
of Jeſus Chriſt. 


* This is the teſtimony of a modern writer, who publiſh+ 
ed many tracts even againſt revealed religion. 
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THE DEATH OF CHRIST. 
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| THE 
Death of JIxsus CarisT, 


ForxtToLD by PROPHECY. 


T was not an enemy that reproached tal, tv. is, , 


1 me, then I could have borne it; nei- 


ther was it he that hated me, that did 
magnify himſelf againſt me. But it was 
thou (Judas) mine equal, my guide, and 
mine acquaintance. . We took ſweet coun- 
ſel together, and walked unto. the houſe 


of God in Company. 


— 


13. 


lv. 14. 


The Lonp hath laid on him the iniquity 16. 1. 6 


of us all. He was wounded for our tranſ- 
greſſions, he was bruiſed for our iniqui- 
ties. He was oppreſſed, and he was afflict- 
ed, yet he opened not his mouth. He 
gave his back to the ſmiters, and his 
cheeks to them that plucked oft his hair: 
he hid not his face from ſhame and ſpit. 
ting. From priſon and from judgment was 
he taken: the aſſembly of the wicked en- 


E. cloſed 


5, 7* 


0 
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Pſal. xi. 16. cloſed him: they pierced his hands and 
Pſal. lax. feet. They gave him alſo gall for meat, 


21. 


xxii. 18. 


Ifa. liii. 12, 
9. 


and in his thirſt, they gave him vinegar 
to drink. They part his garments among 
them, and caſt lots upon his veſture. He 
poured out his ſoul unto death; he was 


numbered with the tranſgreſſors, he made 


his grave with the wicked, and with the 
rich in his death, becauſe he had done 
no violence, neither was any deceit in his 
mouth. And it ſhall be ſaid in that day, 
Lo, this is our God, we have waited for 
him, and he will fave us: this is the 
Lord, we have waited for him, we will be 
glad and rejoice in his ſalvation. 


THE 
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THE | 
Death of JIxsus CHRIST, 
By St. MATTHEW. 


31 


ESUS cometh with his Diſciples unto Chap. xxvi. 


a place called Gethſemane; and faith 
unto them, Sit ye here, while I go and 
pray . yonder. And he took .with him 
Peter and the two ſons of Zebedee. 
Then faith he unto them, My ſoul is ex- 
ceeding ſorrowful, even unto death. Be- 
hold, the hour is at hand, and the Son 
of Man is betrayed into the hands of 
Sinners. And while he yet ſpake, lo, Ju- 
das .one of the twelve came, and with 
him a great multitude with” ſwords and 
ſtaves, who laid hold on Jeſus, and led 
him to Caiaphas the high prieſt. The 
chief prieſt and elders then took counſel 


againſt Jeſus to put him to death; and 


having bound him they led him, away to 
Pontius Pilate the Governour. And when 
he was accuſed of the chief prieſts and 


E 2 * elders 


36, 37, 38, 
45, 47, 57+ | 


> 


Chap. xxvii. 


26, go, 27, 
31, 34, 35, 
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elders, he anfwered nothing. Then Pilate, 
when he had ſcourged Jeſus, he deliver- 


38, 46, 50, ed him to be crucified. The ſoldiers, alſo, 


51. 


ſpit upon him, and took the reed and 
{mote him on the head, and gathered un- 
to him the whole band of ſoldiers. After 
that they had mocked him, they led him 
away to crucify him. They gave him 
vinegar to drink mingled with gall; and 
parted his garments, caſting lots. There 
were two thieves crucified with him: 
one on the right hand and another on 
the left. And about the ninth hour Jeſus 
cried with a loud voice, yielding up the 
Ghoſt. And behold the vail of the tem- 
ple was rent in twain, from the top to 
the bottom. 
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THE 


Death of IEsus CHRISr, 
By St. MARK. 


ESUS and his Diſciples came to a place Chap. xiv. 
34. 


named Gethſemane: and he faith to * = -- 
his Diſciples, Sit ye here, while I ſhall 33. | 
pray. And he taketh with him, Peter, 
and James, and John, and began to be 
very heavy; and faith unto them, My 
ſoul is exceeding ſorrowful unto death. 
The hour is come; behold the Son of 
man is betrayed into the hands of ſinners. 
And immediately while he yet ſpake, 
cometh Judas one of the twelve, and with 
him a great multitude with ſwords and 
ſtaves. And they laid their hands on him, 
and led him away to the high prieſt. Then . 2, 3. 
the chief prieſts held a conſultation with 
the elders and ſcribes, and the whole 
council, and bound Jeſus, and carried . 
him away, and delivered him to Pilate. 


And the chief prieſts accuſed Jeſus of 


many 


34 


Chap. xv. 
15, 19, 16. 
20, 34, 36. 
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many things: but he anſwered nothing, 
So Pilate willing to content the people, 


q 27, 34» delivered Jeſus, when he had ſcourged 


him, to be crucified. And the ſoldiers 
did ſpit upon him, and ſmote him on 
the head with a reed, and called together 
the whole band. And when they had 
mocked him, they led him out to crucify 
him. At the ninth hour Jeſus cried with 
a loud voice: and one ran and filled 
a ſpunge full of vinegar, and put it on 
a reed, and gave him to drink. They 
parted his garments, caſting lots upon 
them. And with him they crucified two 
thieves; the one on his right hand, and 
the other on his left. And at the ninth 
hour Jeſus cried with a loud voice, and 
gave up the Ghoſt. And the vail of 
the temple was rent in twain, from the 
top to the bottom. | 
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THE 
Death of JzsUs CuriIsT, 
By St. LUKE. 


ſover, he came out, and went, as he 
vas wont, to the mount of Olives; and 
his diſciples alſo followed him. And 


when he was at the place, he was with- 


drawn from them about a ſtone's caſt, and 


kneeled down and prayed. And being in 


agony, his ſweat was as it were great 


drops of blood falling down to the ground. 
When he roſe up from prayer, and was 
come to his diſciples, he ſaid unto them 
Why ſleep ye, riſe and pray, leſt ye 
enter into temptation. And while he yet 
ſpake, behold, a multitude, and he that 
was called Judas, one of the twelve, went 
before them, and drew near unto Jeſus 
to kiſs him. Then took they him, and 
led him, and brought him into the high 
prieſts houle, Aud as ſoon as it was day, 

: the 


_ 


35 


| HEN the Lord had finiſhed the paſ- Chap. xxii. 


39, 49, 41s 
44, 45, 46, 


47, 64, 664 
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Chap. xxiii. 
9, 24, 23, 
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the whole multitude of elders, chief prieſts, 


and ſcribes aroſe, and led him unto 
Pilate, who queſtioned with him in many 
words; but he anſwered him nothing. 
Then Pilate gave ſentence that it ſhould 
be as they required; and ſo delivered Jeſus 
to their will. And the men that held 
Jeſus, mocked him and ſmote him. And 
when they were come to the place which 
is called Calvary, there they. crucified him, 
and the malefactors; one on the right 
hand, and another on the left. And the 
ſoldiers mocked him, coming to him, and 
offering him vinegar. They alſo parted 
his raiment and caſt lots. And when 
Jeſus had cried with a loud voice, he 
gave up the Ghoſt. And the vail of the 
temple 1 was rent in the mids. 
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JESUS went forth with his diſciples Chap. xvii, 


I over the brook Cedron, where was a 
garden, into the which he entered, and 
his diſciples. And Judas alſo which be- 
trayed him, knew the place: for Jeſus 
oft-times reſorted thither with his diſciples. 
Judas then having received a band of 
men, and officers from the chief prieſts 


and . Phariſees, cometh thither with lanterns, 


and torches and weapons, and took Jeſus, 
and bound him, and led him away tO 
Annas firſt ( for he was father-in-law to 
Caiaphas, which was the high prieſt that 
ſame - year.) Now Annas ſent him bound 
unto Caiaphas; from whom they led him 
unto the hall of judgment where Pilate 
was. And Pilate faith unto Jeſus, Whence 
art thou? But Jeſus gave him no an- 
ſwer. Pilate alſo took Jeſus and ſcourged 


F him 


1, 2, 3, 12, 
13, 28. 


xix. 33, 1. 


Chap. xix, 
16, 2, g, 
16, 17, 18, 
23, 24, 30, 
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him, and then delivered him to the Jews 
to be crucified. And the ſoldiers platted 
a crown of thorns and put it on his 
head, and they put on him a purple robe, 
and, ſaid Hail king of the Jews: and 
they ſmote him with their hands. And 
they took Jeſus and led him away to 
Golgotha; where they crucified him, and 
two other with him, on either fide one, 
and Jeſus in the midſt. Then the ſoldiers 
took his garments, and made four parts, 
to every ſoldier a part; but for his coar 
they caſt lots,* whoſe it ſhould be. Now 
there was ſet a veſſel full of vinegar, with 
which they filled a ſpunge, and put it to 
his mouth. And when Jeſus had received 
the vinegar, he ſaid, It is finiſhed: and 
he bowed his head, and gave up the 
ghoſt. 


* It is worthy of particular obſervation, that this Evan- 
geliſt has given us the reaſon why lots were caſt—becauſe 
his coat was without ſcam, woven from the top throughout. 


GENERAL 
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S the life of Chriſt was a complete 

repreſentation and perfect diſplay of 

all the divine and human virtues; ſo was 
his Death no leſs exemplary. 

Behold him in the garden of Gethſe- 

mane, with a full and immediate proſpect 


of the impending Storm. Yet, under all 


the horrours of mental agony and dejettion, 
when his ſweat was as it were great drops 
of blood falling down to the ground; hear 
him petition his heavenly father in lan- 
guage which no heart, except that of the 
moſt obdurate, can poſſibly read without 
the ſtrongeſt emotion: Father, if this cup 
may not paſs from me except J drink it, 
thy will be done. Then view him bar- 
barouſly torn with ſcourges; confined in 
a gloomy priſon; dragged away to the 
hall of Judgment before a mercileſs and 
tumultuous aſſembly of unjuſt Accuſers; 
contemptuouſly crowned with piercing 
Thorns; hurried away to mount Calvary 
and nailed upon a Croſs between two 
thieves; whilſt the chief Prieſts, the Rulers, 
the Soldiers, and the whole populace unite 
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40 


THE DEATH OF CHRIST. 


to inſult his laſt bitter pains. Yet, with a 
mind calm and ſerene in the midſt of all 
this cruelty and torture, we hear him 
utter forth his laſt breath even for his 
very Murderers—Father, forgive them for 
they know not what they do. 

When it is attentively confidered on 
whoſe behalf all theſe grievous things were 
patiently endured; that it was not for him- 
ſelf that the Lord of Life and Glory ſuffer- 


ed ſuch a cruel and ignominious Death, 
being without ſpot and blameleſs; but that 


it was to expiate the guilt of the human 
Race, and by the ſacrifice of his own 
Life to open the kingdom of heaven to all 
believers : when theſe affecting Truths are 
ſeriouſly revolved in the mind, ſurely no 
profeſſor of the chriſtian religion will ven- 
ture to diſplay ſo much Politeneſs and In- 
gratitude as to be aſhamed to acknowledge 
himſelf everlaſtingly indebted to this tranſ- 
cendent Love and Kindneſs ot, God our 
Saviour. 

The next Scene that DP itſelf to 
our obſervation, will open to us the de- 
lightful proſpett of Heaven and Immortality 


— Chriſt 7:/ing from the Dead. 
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CHRIST's RESURRECTION. 
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THE 
Reſurrection of jesus CHRIST, 


FoRETOID by PRO HEC. 


HE Lox» hath torn, and he will Hof. vi. 1, L 


heal; he hath ſmitten, and he will 
bind up. After two days will he revive 
us, in the third day he will raiſe us up, 


and we. ſhall live in his ſight. O Lord pg, xxx. 4. 


thou haſt brought up my ſoul from the 
grave: I laid me down and ſlept; I 
awaked, for thou wilt not leave my ſoul 
in hell; neither wilt thou ſuffer thine holy 
One to ſee corruption. | 


« The Argument from Proenutcy, for 


te the truth of the Goſpel, does not reſt upon 
« this; that the EVENVT has neceſſarily li- 


ii. 5. 


XVL 10, 


« muted and aſcertained the particular ſenſe 


« and meaning of EVERY Prediction but 
ein this, that every prophecy has in a Ro- 
« prR ſenſe been completed by the coming 
« of Chriſt, To eapedt clear and evident con- 


vꝛction 


44 CHRIST 'S RESURRECTION. 


« viction from every SINGLE Prophecy ap- 
ce plied to our Saviour, would therefore be 
« abſurd; becauſe the evidence muſt ariſe 
« from a view and compariſon. of the wol 
« together.” 


THE 
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THE 
Reſurreclion of Jxsus CaRiIST, 
By .St. MATTHEW. 
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\ \ HEN the even was come, there Chap. xxvii. 


came a rich - man of Arimathea, 


begged the body of Jeſus... And when 
Joſeph had taken the body, he wrapped it 
in a clean linen cloth, and laid it in his 
own new tomb which he had hewn out 
in the rock: and he rolled a great 
ſtone to the door of the ſepulchre, and 
departed. Now the next day, the chief 
prieſts and Phariſees came together unto 
Pilate, ſaying, Sir, we remember that 
that deceiver ſaid, while he was yet alive, 
After three days I will riſe again. Com- 
mand therefore that the Sepulchre be made 
ſure until the third day, leſt his diſciples 


come by night, and ſteal him away, and 


ſay unto the people, He is riſen from the 
dead. So they went and -made the Sepul- 


G ting 


57, 58, 59, 
60, 62, 63, 


named Joſeph, who. went to Pilate and 64, 66. 
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1, 2, 5, 6, 
8, 9. 


CHRIST's RESURRECTION. 


chre ſure, sEALING THE STONE and ſet- 
ting a watch. In the end of the Sabbath, | 
as it began to dawn towards the firſt day 
of the week, there was a great earth- 
quake; for the angel of the Lord de- 
ſcended from heaven, and came and 
rolled back the ſtone from the door of 
the Sepulchre, and ſat upon it. And the 
Angel anſwered and ſaid unto Mary Mag- 
dalene, and the other Mary, who were 
come at that early hour to ſee the Sepulchre, 
fear not ye: for I know that ye ſeek 
Jelus which was crucified. He is not 
here: for he is riſen, as he ſaid: come 


| ſee the place where the Lord lay. And 


they departed quickly from the Sepulchre, 
with fear and great joy; and as they went 
to tell his diſciples, behold Jzsus mer 
THEM, ſaying, all hail. And they came 
and HELD HIM BY THE FEET and wor- 


ſhipped him. 
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. THE | 
Refurrection of JIEsus CuR1sST, 
By St. MARK. 
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HEN the even was come, - Joſeph Chap. x». 


of Arimathea, an honourable coun- % 4% 


fellor, came and went in boldly unto Pilate, 
and craved the body of Jeſus. And he 
bought fine linen, ' and took him down, 
and wrapped him in the linen, and laid 
him in a Sepulchre which was hewn out 
of a rock, and rolled a ſtone unto the 
door of the Sepulchre. This Evangeliſt 
has written nothing concerning the precau- 
tion that was taken by the chief prieſts and 


Phariſees, in order to ſecure the body of 


Jeſus from being ſtolen away by his diſci- 
ples BEFORE the time when he had ſaid 
he would riſe again. However, when the 
Sabbath was paſt, Mary Magdalene, and 
Mary the Mother of James, and Salome, 
came unto the Sepulchre, at the riſing 


of the ſun. And when they looked they 
=: ſaw 


46. 


xvi. 1, 2, 4» 
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Chap. xvi. ſaw that the ſtone was rolled away from 
, 6, 8, ; a 
» % the door; and entering into the Sepul- 


12, 14. 


chre they ſaw a young man fitting on the 
right fide, clothed in a long white gar- 
ment; and they were affrighted. And he 
ſaith unto them, be not affrighted: ye 


' ſeek Jeſus of Nazareth, which was cruci- 


fied; he is riſen, he is not here: behold 
the place where they laid him. And they 
went out quickly, and fled from the Se- 
pulchre ; for they trembled, and were a- 
mazed. Now when 7eſus was riſen early, 
the firſt day of the week, he appeared 
firſt to Mary Magdalene. After that he 
appeared in another form unto two of 
them, as they walked, and went into the 
country. He appeared alſo unto the eleven, 
as they ſat at meat, and upbraided them 
with their unbelief, becauſe they be- 
lieved not them which had ſeen him 
after he was riſen, | 


CHRIST's RESURRECTION. 49 


THE 


Reſurreclion of JesUs CHRIST, 
By ' St. LUKE. 


Chap. xxii. 


18 HERE was a man named Joſeph, 3, 51, 62, 
A. a counſellor, who was of Arimathea, 5% 53 
This man went unto Pilate and begged 
the body of Jeſus. And he took it down 
and wrapped it in linen, and laid it in 
a Sepulchre that was hewn in ſtone. 
And the women allo which came with 
him from Galilee, followed after, and be- | 
held the Sepulchre, and how his body was | 
laid. Now upon the firſt day of the week, 3 
very early in the morning, they came 
unto the Sepulchre and found the ſtone 
rolled away from the door. And they en- 
| tered in, and found not the body of the 
lord Jeſus. And behold two men ſtood 
by them in ſhining garments, who ſaid 
> unto them, why ſeek ye the living among 
the dead? He is not here, but is riſen. 
And they returned from the Sepulchre, 


and 


50 CHRIST's RESURRECTION, 


and told all theſe things unto the eleven, 
Chap. xxiv. and to all the reſt, It. was Mary Magda- 


36 => 35, lene, and Joanna, and Mary the mother 


of .James, which told theſe things unto 
the apoſtles. And behold, two of them 
went that ſame day to a village called 
Emmaus; and as they were relating to the 
Apoſtles how that they had ſeen the Lord Jeſus 
himſelf ſtood in the midſt of them, and 
faid behold my hands and my feet, that 
it is I my ſelf: for a Spirit hath not 
FLESH and BONES, as ye ſee me have. 
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8 of Arimathea (being a diſci- chk = 


ple of Jeſus, but ſecretly for fear of 38, 4, 4% 
the Jews) beſought Pilate that he might 


take away the body of Jeſus: and Pilate 
gave him leave: He came therefore and 


took the body of Jeſus. Now in the 


place where he was crucified, there was 
a garden; and in the garden a new Se- 
' pulchre. There laid they Jeſus therefore, 
for the Sepulchre was .nigh at hand. 
The firſt day of the week cometh Mary 
Magdalene early unto the Sepulchre, and 
ſeeth the ſtone taken away from the Se- 
pulchre. And Mary ſtooped down and 
looked into the Sepulchre, and ſeeth two 
angels in white, fitting, the one at the 
head, and the other at the feet, where 
the body of Jeſus had lain. . And they 
ſaid unto her, Woman, why weepeſt thou ? 


She 


xx. 1, 11, 
12, 13. 
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Chap. xx. She faith unto. them, Becauſe they have 
% taken away my Lord, and I know not 
Where they have laid him. And when ſhe 
had thus | ſaid, ſhe turned herſelf back, 
and ſaw Jeſus ſtanding. And he faith un- 
to her, go to my brethren and ſay unto 
them, I aſcend unto my father, and your 
father, and to my God, and your God. 
Some ' few days after this he appeared to his 
diſciples, among whom alſo was the incre- 
dulous Thomas. And Jeſus ſaith unto him, 
becauſe thou haſt now ſeen me, thou haſt 
believed; bleſſed are they that have not 

ſeen, and yet have beheved. 


GENERAL 
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS, 


O N T H E 


Reſurrection of Ixsus CHRIST. 


1 reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt, is 

a ſubject that has given the Enemies 
of Chriſtianity more trouble and uneaſineſs 
than any thing elſe they have perhaps ever 
met with in the world. The argument 
for the truth of the Fact is ſo clear and 
ſelf-evident, that it baffles their united 
endeavours to convince us of its Fallacy, 
Unprejudiced men, who are always diſ- 
poſed to make a proper uſe of their un- 
derſtanding and diſcernment upon every 
occaſion on which it is of the utmoſt 
conſequence that an impartial deciſion 
ſhould be formed, will ever be inclined 
to allow the ſacred Hiſtorians that credit 
to which both their faithfulneſs and accu- 
racy have juſtly given them an undoubted 


claim, 


H In 
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In regard to the circumſtances prece- 
ding the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt, we 
are told that he was laid in a new Tomb 
hewn out of a Rock; that a great ſtone 
was rolled to the door of the Sepulchre; 
that the ſtone was ſecured with a Seal, 
and the whole place watched and defend- 
ed by a ſtrong guard of Soldiers. 

The diſciples did not ſteal away the 
body of Jeſus before that precaution of 
the chief Prieſts had been taken; becauſe 
they wanted courage: we are informed 
that they all forſook him and fled in the 
Garden. It does not -require a moment's 
heſitation, therefore, to pronounce it al- 
together improbable that the diſciples 
ſhould afterwards dare to take away the 
body of their Maſter, in defiance of a 
detachment of armed men. 

Such was the awful effect which the 
Angel's appearance at the door of the 
Sepulchre produced upon the minds of 
the Soldiers who had been ſet to watch, 
that for fear of him they did ſhake, and 
became as dead men, The information 


that 
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that was afterwards given by them to 
the chief prieſts and elders, in regard 
to what they had ſeen at the Sepulchre, 
was alſo the occaſion of much aſtoniſh- 
ment among the Jewiſh Dottors. But 
we no where find that they - doubted 
the truth of what the Soldiers had 
declared upon this occaſion; and the 
circumſtances thus told, would therefore 
naturally appear to them to have hap- 
pened ſo much under the influence 
of @ divine power, as to get the better 
of their Incredulity, and conſtrain them 
to believe, though not publickly o acknow- 
ledge, the Truth of the Fatt. Notwith- 
ſtanding the force of that Evidence, we 
read, however, that the chief prieſts and 
elders immediately called a council, to 
deviſe means whereby a general belief of 
Chriſt's reſurrection might be prevented 
from gaining ground among the people 
at large, within their own Nation. The 
expedient which thoſe learned Sages hit 
upon, was this—they gave large money unto 
the Soldters ſaying, ſay ye, nis diſciples 


H 2 came 
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came by night and ſtole him away while we 
ſlept. And if this (lie) come to the Go- 
* vernour's ears, we will perſuade him that 


* 


your teſtimony is true, and ſo ſecure You 
from the puniſhment commonly inflicted 
upon deceivers. In this particular att, 
however, of the heads of the Jewiſh 
Church, we are not able to diſcern any 
thing that tells very much to the credit 
of either their religion or veracity, And 
it evidently appears they thought the be- 
lief of our Saviour's reſurrettion was ſo 
ſtrongly impreſſed upon the minds of the 
Soldiers, that nothing leſs than a very 
great pecuniary Bribe was likely to pre- 
vail on them to aſſert as falſe, that thing 
which they themſelves muſt now of force 
believe. Say that his diſciples came by night 
and ſtole him away WHILE WE SLEPT. 
In regard to this part of the Inſtruction 
which the ſoldiers were to obſerve, it 
need only be remarked, that not any of 
us would be very ready to believe the 
aſſertions of a ſet of men who ſhould pre- 
tend to give us an accurate account of 


certain 


CHRIST's RESURRECTION. 


certain wonderful things that had happen- 
ed whilſt they were all faſt aſleep. 


Chriſt did not appear to the Jews, be- 
cauſe they had deſpiſed the Evidence al- 
ready given, and maliciouſly imputed the 
working of his Miracles to the power of 


the Devil; becauſe. they had vilified him, 


rejected his offers, and taken meaſures 
to deſtroy him. 


That Jeſus did riſe again, is ſufficiently 
evident from the number of Witneſles; 
he appeared even to five hundred perſons 
at the ſame time. 

His diſciples had alſo the . beſt oppor- 
tunity to be confirmed in their belief of 
the reality of their Lord's reſurrection 
from the dead; for to them he 'afterwards 
ſhowed in a more particular manner, even 
the very marks of his hands and feet; 
| he allowed one the liberty of touching 
the very prints of the Nails; he eat, he 
drank with them, and expounded the 

Scriptures, 


The 
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The aſſertion that the Diſciples at firſt 
impoſed. upon the Ignorant and Credulous 
of their own time, who have therefore 


tranſmitted the fame deluſion down to 


Poſterity, muſt neceſſarily fall to the 
ground when we examine into the Cha- 
racters and Qualifications of thoſe men 
who were at firſt ſet apart to propagate 
the Goſpel. They were poor and literate; 
ſtrangers to that craft and ſubtilty which 
in every age has been more or leſs prac- 
tiſed by artful and deſigning men. With- 
out learning, without diſtinction and power: 
how feeble muſt ſuch an attempt have 


proved, even ſuppoſing the Faft they aſ- 


ſerted to have been a Cheat? 
Laſtly, the Diſciples of Chriſt perſe- 
vered in their endeavours to eſtabliſh the 
belief of his reſurrettion under the moſt 
diſcouraging and painful circumſtances; 
many of them at the expenſe even of 
Life itſelf, But that they ſhould ſubje@ 
themſelves to all theſe hardſhips, merely 
to propagate a lie; is what no man in 
his ſenſes, will ſurely venture to affirm, 


Nor 


CHRIST's RESURRECTION. 


Nor is it probable from the notion we 


have of religious and moral Reſtraint, 
that thoſe very men who lived ſo much 
under the influence of both, ſhould in- 
tereſt themſelves in the behalf of Falſe- 
hood. 


Having now taken an accurate view 
of the Evidences in. ſupport of the reality 
of Chriſt's reſurrection from the dead, 
and eftabliſhed ourſelves in a full per- 
ſuaſion of the truth of the Fact, in con- 
ſequence of thoſe indubitable proofs; “ 
we will now finally proceed, with the 
ſame candour and impartiality, to exa- 
mine the evangelical account of his aſcenſion 
into heaven. 


* As to thoſe who are determined to ſtand out againſt aZ 
Evidence, however clear and deciſive, and yet obſlinately to 
perfiſt in their intention to lite like Infidels that they may die 
without Hope; the more rational part of mankind may in 
that caſe lament the madneſs, but cannot avert the conſequence 
of ſuch a terrible Reſolve. © He that believeth and tis bap- 
tized, ſhall be ſaved; but he that believeth not, ſhall be 
DAMNED, Mark, chap, 16, ver. 16. 
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„ 


THE 


Aſcenſion of JesUs CunRisT, 
FoxtTolyd by PRroPHECY. 


IFT up your heads, O ye gates, lift Pſa. xxiv. 7. 
them up, ye everlaſting doors, and 
the king of glory ſhall come in. 
Be thou exalted, Lokp, in thine own . 13. 
ſtrength: ſo will we ſing and. praiſe thy 
power. Thou haſt aſcended on high, thou 
+ haſt led captivity captive: thou haſt re- 
ceived gifts for men; yea for the rebel- 
lious allo, that the Loxp Gop might 
| dwell among them. Our Redeemer is Jers 1.34. 
ſtrong; he ſhall thoroughly plead our 
cauſe. He bare the fins of many, and 18. li. 12. 
for Tranſgreſſors maketh Intercefſion at 
the right hand of God; in whoſe preſence 
is fulneſs of joy, and pleaſures for ever- Pla. xvi. 11. 
more. 
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Chap. xxviii. 
16, 18, 19, 
N 


CHRIST's ASCENSION, 


n 


| THE 
Aſcenſion of JIEsus ChRisr, 
By St. MATTHEW, 


C ONCERNING this glorious Event, we 

find no recital, in St. Matthew's Goſ- 
Fel, of any of the circumſtances that hap- 
pened either at the time of its completion 
or. immediately afterwards. The Evangeliſt 
has recorded only that © the eleven diſci- 
ples went away into Galilee, into a moun- 
tain where Jeſus had arroinTED them. 
And Jeſus came and ſpake unto them 
ſaying, all power is given unto me in 
heaven and earth: go ye therefore and 


teach all nations, baptizing them in the 


name of the Father, and of the Son, and 


| of the Holy Ghoſt: teaching them to ob- 


ſerve all things whatſoever I have com- 


manded you: and lo, I am with you al- 
way unto the end of the world.“ From 
the appointment of a particular place, how- 
ever, where Jeſus meant his diſciples ſhould 
meet him, we may very clearly infer, that, 
after they had received his laſt Inſtructions, 
it was with a deſign they might then and 


there behold has ASCENSION into heaven. 
THE 


CHRIST's ASCENSION. 
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THE 


Aſcenſion of JzsUs CurisrT, 
By St. MARK. 


% 


TESUS appeared unto the eleven, as Chap. wi. 


J they fat at meat, and upbraided them 19. 


with their unbelief, and hardneſs of heart, 
becauſe they believed not them which 
had ſeen him after he was riſen. And 
he ſaid unto them, go ye into all the 
world, and preach the goſpel to every 
creature. He that believeth and is bap- 
tized, ſhall be ſaved; but he that be- 
lieveth not, ſhall be damned. So then 
after the Lord had ſpoken unto them, 
he was received up into heaven, and fat 


an the right hand of God. 
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T HE 
Aſcenſion of JExsus CHRIST, 
By St. LU K E. 


W HEN the Apoſtles were together dt 
Jeruſalem, Jeſus himſelf came and 


2%1% 4% ſtood in the midſt of them, and faith 


80 61. 


Peace be unto you. Why are ye troubled, 
and why do thoughts ariſe in your hearts? 
Behold my hands and my feet, that it is 
I myſelf. Then opened he their under- 
ſtanding, that they might underſtand. the 
fcriptures; and faid unto them, that it be- 
hoved © Chriſt to ſuffer, and to riſe from 
the dead the third day: and that repen- 
tance and remiſſion of fins ſhould be 
preached in his name, among all nations. 
And he led them out as far as to Bethany: 
and he lifted up his hands, and bleſſed 
them. And it came to paſs, while he 
blefſed them, he was parted from them, 


and carried up into heaven, 


THE 


CHRIST's ASCENSION. 


2 TI 


Aſcenſion of JesUs CHRIST, 
By St. JOHN. 


TN HAT St. John was an EYE-WITNESS 

to our Saviour's aſcenſion, is certain 
from St. Luke's declaration—that the ELEVEN 
diſciples were all together at the time when 
that particular event happened. He has 
written nothing upon the ſubjed, however, 


but on account of what Chriſt himſelf fore- 


told concerning it: © In my Father's houſe Chap. xiv. 2. 


«are many manſions, and I go to pre- 
*« pare a place for you. It is moreover 
« expedient for you that I go away: for 
«if I go not away, the Comforter will 
« not come unto you; but if ( that is, 
« when ) I depart, I will ſend him—even 
« the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth 
« from the Father, he ſhall teſtify of me. 
« And ye alſo ſhall bear witneſs, becauſe 
« ye have been with me from the begin- 
« ning.“ 
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THE CONCLUSION. 


\ FTER an ottentive examination of 
the Prophecies and evangelical Teſtimo- 


' nies now exhibited in the foregoing pages, 
. we will humbly preſume to hope, that 


if the Reader has never yet poſſeſſed con- 
fidence enough openly to deny the truth 
of the Goſpel; he will then find his heart 
ſtill leſs inclined to lean towards the 
tide of Infidelity. That he will alſo be 
able to diſcern, that in the chriſtian Diſ- 
penſation there is a Savioux held out 
to view, who is juſt fuch a one as he 


is ſenſible the neceſſities of ſinful Man re- 


quired; but without the benefit of whoſe 


' atonement, the hope of eternal happineſs 


would have been ſhut out for ever.“ And 
« ſince the religion of a ſinner muſt there- 
« fore neceſſarily be founded in the hopes 
«of Mercy; we have great reaſon to bleſs 
« and adore the goodneſs of God, who 
« has openly diſplayed before our eyes the 
« Love that he has for the Children of 
« Men, by ſending kis well beloved Son 
«into the world, that all, who believe in 
« him ſhould not peri , but have everlaſ- 
ce ing Life. | SHERLOCK, 
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